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Burundi 


Presidential Decree Appoints New Premier 


EA2202194895 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 22 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In conformity with the country’s 
laws, particularly Articles 71 and 72 of its Constitution, 
the head of state this evening signed Decree 100/022 of 
22nd February 1995, appointing Antoine Nduwayo as 
prime minister. According to the second article of the 
decree, the prime minister has been asked to present to 
the president a list of the other ministers. 


Premier Discusses Objectives 
EA2202204595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[Passages in quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Before issuing the decree 
appointing the prime minister, the president met with the 
prime minister-designate. After the meeting, Mr. Ndu- 
wayo told us about the aim of his meeting with the head of 
state, and about his main program: [passage omitted] 


[Unidentified correspondent] ‘““What are your priorities? 


[Nduwayo] “As I said before, peace and tranquility 
constitute the most important program. We can achieve 
nothing before attaining this goal. The second thing is, 
after the restoration of peace and tranquility, we must try 
to solve the country’s other problems, such as the 
economy and relations between Burundians. These have 
been badly affected since October 1993. We therefore 
want to normalize all these areas. 


“The question you will ask me is: How do we restore 
peace and tranquility? The biggest problem in Burundi is 
that people no longer trust each other. They mistrust 
each other, and this mistrust is based on ethnicity. What 
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I would like is to restore trust between people. How I 
would ask all Burundians to do this is to start using the 
language of peace. They should stop instilling fear among 
the people, saying that the country has disintegrated and 
can never be put together again. We still have many 
means of restoring peace, but first we must trust each 
other so that we do not fear each other. [passage omitted] 


“Those who do not want peace to return are the very ones 
who keep on saying that Burundi is about to ignite, that 
Burundi is about to become like Rwanda. That does not 
help restore peace among Burundians. [passage omitted] 


“What I will ask the parties to do is propos: competent 
individuals. They should not just propose those who are 
good militants in their parties. If they are militant and 
competent, well, fair enough. Personally, I would like our 
citizens and foreigners to look favorably on the compo- 
sition of our government, and for its members to love. 
peace and the development of their motherland.” 


The head of state, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, told jour- 
nalists about his meeting with the prime minister: 


{[Ntibantungaya] [passage omitted] “We talked about 
how the country would be governed. As you know, the 
country is beset by many problems. We discussed them, 
particularly that of restoring peace and tranquility, the 
main problem. We talked about solving all the country’s 
problems, particularly the issue of refugees and displaced 
persons. We must find ways to resettle these people. We 
also talked about the urgent need, following the endorse- 
ment of his appointment, to form a government as soon 
as possible, as there is much work to be done. 


[Unidentified correspondent] “So you believe that you 
will cooperate? 


[Ntibantungaya] “Any one person can work together with 
another. It depends on their efforts. I can work with any 
politician who is prepared to respect the government con- 
vention and the country’s Constitution.” [passage omitted] 
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Somalia 


SNA Official Optimistic on Latest Accord 


AB2202190695 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] So where 
does General Aidid’s SNA [Somali National Alliance] 
stand [on the peace pact]? It was SNA militias who 
swarmed into the UN compound in Mogadishu when the 
UN left and systematically looted it. Roger Sirray talked 
to the SNA secretary general, Ahmed Ali Abdulkarim, 
and asked him if they weren’t just as likely to strip the 
port and airport clean when they went into them: 


[Begin recording] [Abdulkarim] If I take as an example 
the UN compound, it was intended to be looted. It was 
prepared, planned by Unosom [United Nations Opera- 
tion in Somalia] itself. All of a sudden, we found the 
compound empty, without informing us that they are 
pulling out of the compound, and the compound terri- 
tory is in SNA territory. If they had informed us in time, 
we would have saved the compound. 


[Sirray] So what you are saying is that now that you know 
that they are pulling out of the seaport and the airport, 
you (?are going out) to stop the looting. 


[Abdulkarim] We are aware that looting should not take 
place and we have prepared for that, and I hope this time 
the airport should not be looted, as well as the seaport. 


[{Sirray] And they should be up and running pretty soon 
after the UN goes? 


{Abdulkarim] You know, the airport and the seaport are 
very important for the lives of Somali people, and 
everybody is anxious about the airport and the seaport. 
That is why we are prepared to save them from looting, 
and they will be run by this committee, which will be 
prepared soon. 


[Sirray] We’ve seen lots and lots of agreements over the 
years between both sides toward peace—and yet they 
haven’t stuck. Why should we think that this one will? 


[Abdulkarim] Because the previous agreements you 
mentioned were sponsored by foreigners, but this is a 
purely Somali initiative, and that is why we believe it is 
different and it will work out. [end recording] 


Aidid Radio Comments on Pact 
EA2302120095 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
22 Feb 95 


{Commentary by Ali Abdille Abdavahman] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The peace agreement and polit- 
ical negotiations: The two sides, whose differences have 
continued for some time, have now conciuded that this 
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peace agreement ends all the political differences in the 
country and, for that reason, the two sides have also 
agreed to end all minor hostilities in a way which will 
eventually lead to tangible peace in the country 


The peace agreement signed by the two brotherly com- 
munities is a historical one which had been expected and 
awaited for a long time. The Somali National Alliance 
[SNA] High Command, and the majority of the leader- 
ship of the various communities of Somalia, such as 
politicians, religious leaders, fighters, social organiza- 
tions, and members of the general public, have on 
several occasions declared that the Somali people, who 
are brothers and who share the same religion and culture, 
can easily solve their internal problems in the absence of 
foreign interference. 


It is evident that, during the past three years, the UN 
Operation in Somalia (Unosom] obstructed any peace 
agreement among the Somali people. A clear example of 
Unosom’s obstruction of the peace agreement between 
the Somali people is Unosom’s attempt to mar and 
obstruct various peace meetings by the Somali people 
such as those held in the central and northwest regions, 
the Mogadishu talks, and the peace talks held outside the 
country like those held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and 
Nairobi, Kenya. 


Ninety percent of the Somali people believe that upon 
the withdrawal of Unosom, which is scheduled for 
March, the Somali people will breath a sigh of relief. The 
general public is eagerly awaiting and longing for the 
departure of Unosom from our country. The Somali 
people and the world at large believe that Unosom is the 
basis of discord, a: d a rotten clot among the Somali 


people. 


The peace agreement signed by the Hiraab communities, 
which comes at a time when Unosom’s seed of discord 
has been recognized, consists of the following points: 


1. That the civil war, hostilities, and division be over- 
come. These have lowered the ability of and respect 
given to the United Somali Congress [USC], and spoiled 
the USC’s victories. It is hoped that peace, unity, and the 
new USC cooperation will be a key to immediately 
reconciling the whole Somali community. 


2. To seek the presidency peacefully. 


3. To seek the presidency democratically, and to coop- 
erate with whoever wins. 


4. For both sides to approach the sharing of national 
political power in unity, and for the post of president not 
to be viewed as tribal. 


5. To solve any political or cultural problem through 
dialogue. 


6. To check together anything that could stir up misun- 
derstanding and tension. 
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7. To control the movement of technicals, and the 
carrying of arms in the capital, and to keep the said 
firearms at home. 


8. To open all roads, to declare roadblocks unlawful, and 
to open all markets such as the Xamar Weyne open air 
market, the Sinai market, and other similar places. 


9. That the residents of Mogadishu are requested to 
support the peace pact. 


The peace pact was jointly signed by Mohamed Farah 
Aidid and Ali Mahdi Mohamed. The peace pact was also 
signed by Ugas Abdulle, and Issa Mohamed Siad, both 
members of the Consultative Committee. 


SNA Warns Against Hindering Unosom 
Evacuation 


EA2202192095 (Clandestine) Radic Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
22 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Mohamed Hassan Sulub, the 
member of the high command of the Somali National 
Alliance [SNA] responsible for internal affairs, has called 
on all members of the Somali community, particularly 
SNA supporters, to refrain from any action which could 
create difficulties or stir up violence while United 
Nations Operation in Somalia [Unosom] forces are 
leaving Somalia. 


Briefing a Voice of the Somali People correspondent on 
the country’s current situation, Mr. Sulub quoted the 
pledge of the chairman of the SNA and United Somali 
Congress, Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid, that SNA sup- 
porters would at all times refrain from any action 
capable of bringing about problems, or of obstructing the 
Unosom forces as they depart from our country. Mr. 
Sulub added that events were now proceeding along 
expected lines. 


Mr. Mohamed Hassan Sulub went on to say: We also 
hope the Unosom forces stationed in Somalia will refrain 
from interfering in Somalia’s internal affairs while the 
Somali people are busy putting their affairs in order. 


In conclusion, Mr. Mohamed Hassan Sulub called on all 
officials of Benaadir region and SNA supporters to 
ensure that peace prevailed in the region and to uphold 
the dignity of Somalia. 


Ali Mahdi Group Announces New Peace Pact 


EA2202165295 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 0440 GMT 22 Feb 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The political consultative com- 
mittee of the hiraab communities of the Hawiye Clan has 
issued a (?circular) on a peace pact. The two sides agreed 
that the disagreement existing between them [words 
indistinct] the following articles of the peace pact: 


1. To overcome current civil hostilities and division, 
which have dented the ability and credibility of the USC 
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[United Somali Congress] and rendered as void the joint 
victories scored, and forge unity, and new cooperation 
within the USC, leading to the speedy reconciliation of 
all the Somali people; 


2. To deciare the use of force illegal in campaigning for 
the presidency; 


3. To seek the presidency democratically through elec- 
tions and to cooperate with whoever wins; 


4. The two sides approach the sharing of national polit- 
ical power in unity and the post of the presidency should 
not be viewed as tribal. 


5. To solve any political or cultural problem by way of 
dialogue; 


6. Together to counter anything capable of stirring up 
misunderstanding and tension; 


7. To curb the movement of technicals and the carrying 
of arms in the capital and to keep all firearms at home; 


8. To open all roads and dclare road blocks illegal, as well 
as opening all the markets in the capital, such as Xamar 
Weyne, the Sinai Market and other important areas. 


9. The residents of Mogadishu are called upon to support 
the peace pact reached by the Political Consultative 
Committee of the Hiraab communities. 


The peace pact was originally put forward and signed by 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed and General Mohamed Farah 
Aidid. Other signatories are consultative committee 
members Mr. Ali Ugas Abdulleh and Isa Mohamed Siad. 


Ali Mahdi Optimistic 


AB2202165995 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Well, agreements in Mogadishu 
have been signed before. None has been long-lasting and 
violence has erupted again. After the latest signing, our 
correspondent in Mogadishu, Roger Sirray, caught up 
with Ali Mahdi Mohamed and asked him why this 
agreement should be any different: 


[Begin recording] [Ali] There is a big difference because 
it seems today the people have understood and people 
are fed up. The people want us to have their government. 
The people want us to have a peace and a stability in the 
country. So, with the help of the Somalia people, they 
might work this time, this agreement. [sentence as heard] 


[Sirray] And do you detect a change of attitude, perhaps, 
on the side of the Somali National Alliance [SNA], 
General Aidid’s people, toward peace? 


{Ali} I can say the committee that Aidid has established, 
they showed their readiness during the discussion and 
during the talks about the peace. They showed readiness 
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for peace, and I hope they will continue because this is in 
the interest of Somali people. 


[Sirray] So finally, Mr. Chairman, when the Americans and 
the UN depart—perhaps—in the next week or so finally, 
and leave the port and the airport, we can expect an orderly 
takeover by this new committee to run these things? 


[Ali] Yes, this is what we are expecting, because we have 
already assigned our committee and Aidid has assigned 
his committee and I hope it will work. 


[Sirray] There will be no looting. 
[Ali] I hope so. [end recording] 


Mortar Fire Resumes in Mogadishu 23 Feb 


AB2302093595 Paris AFP in English 0855 GMT 
23 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 23 Feb (AFP)— 
Two mortar rounds shattered the uneasy quiet of Mog- 
adishu mid-morning Thursday [23 February] after a 
battle Wednesday evening which followed a peace pact. 
The accord between south Mogadishu warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid and self-styled “president” Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, who controls the north of the Somali 
capital, bans all weapons from the streets and confines 
battle-wagons to designated zones. But the streets of this 
battered city were stili bristling with guns Thursday, as 
usual, and the “technicals,” pick-up trucks carrying 
heavy machine-guns, were still cruising. 


Thursday’s mortar fire around 10:30 A.M. (0730 GMT) 
came from the divided south Mogadishu neighbourhood 
of Bermuda, which is mostly held by Abgals, loyal to Ali 
Mahdi, with the remainder held by Murusades, who 
switched allegiance late last year to General Aidid. It was 
there that a battle could be heard in the last hour or so of 
daylight Wednesday. The casualty toll from that fighting 
was not immediately available. 


That fighting and an attack Wednesday on a UN Devel- 
opment Programme convoy in which one driver and one 
security guard were killed were interpreted by Aidid 
spokesman Abdi Abshir Kahiye as attempts to sabotage 
the peace pact. 


Aidid supporters rallied Thursday to show their support 
for the agreement, which was signed late on Tuesday. At 
the port and airport, meanwhile, UN troops were con- 
tinuing to withdraw under the protection of an 18-vessel 
armada from six nations. The last 2,500 UN troops, all 
from Pakistan, are due to leave on Tuesday as U.S. and 
Italian marines protect their rear against anv attacks by 
Somali militias. 


Further on Fighting 


AB2302104595 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 23 Feb 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] Well, 
what of the fighting that has continued in spite of the 
peace pact. Late last night David Stead spoke to the 
BBC’s Roger Heary on the line from Mogadishu. 


[Begin recording] [Heary] All is quite clear at the 
moment that the weapons are still around on the streets 
and still being used. A few hours ago we had quite a 
gunfire going on in the Bermuda area just north of the 
airport with mortar and heavy weapons being used. That 
has eased off now, but it seems that the weapons are 
around, and that the tension is as high as ever in the city. 


[Stead] Was that intense fighting or more sporadic? 


[Heary] (?It was quite intense) for a while. People I spoke 
to said there was fighting between the Murasade and the 
Abgal clans, and this certainly isn’t out of the ordinary 
but it did seem to be quite heavy fighting. 


[Stead] Is that fighting part of the continuing conflict or 
could that have been an attempt to sabotage the pact by 
renegades? 


[Heary] Well, certainly, the followers of Gen. Aidid have 
been saying that they think it is an attempt to sabotage 
the pact, [and] also that with regards to other incidents 
earlier on when a UN convoy was attacked and three 
Somalis were injured—one Somali was killed, and an 
expatriate worker was injured as well—they were saying 
this is the work of people who don’t want to see the peace 
pact succeeding. Whether that’s true or not, I’m not sure, 
but certainly it has had a bad impact with people saying 
more clearly that peace cannot last if these kind of 
incidents go on. 


[Stead] Despite that fighting, is the overall atmosphere in 
Mogadishu one of optimism following the pact? 


{Heary] I think it’s very much a matter of wait and see. 
There is still tension in the city, and with the imminent 
arrival of American forces to assist the final departure of 
the United Nations, we are going to have to wait and see 
how people react to that. There are some suggestions that 
some gunmen might want to try taking on the American 
forces, or perhaps acting out of revenge may attack them. 
That obviously will mean a deterioration of the situation 
but every one is waiting to see at the moment. 


[Stead] It has to be said, doesn’t it, that the history of 
peace pacts in this region doesn’t give rise to much hope. 


[Heary] There have been an awful lot of pacts over the 
last few years really, and there hasn’t been much hope 
coming out of any of them. They have been broken 
almost immediately. Oh, I spoke to Ali Mahdi a little 
while ago. He said that this is one which will be different 
because the international community was going out, and 
this is one the Somalis will have to sort out between 


_ themselves and they will be responsible for the conse- 


quences if it was broken. [end recording] 
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Italian UN Contingent Poised To Land 


LD?202144995 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1230 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Mogadishu the Italian and 
American UN contingents are getting ready for a landing 
in the last stage of Operation United Shield. The 
announcement this morning of an agreement between 
the warring factions was immediately shown to be uritrue 
when one was killed in an ambush which also cavsed a 
number of wounded. 


[Correspondent Massimo de Angelis] Those who are 
leaving Somalia are looking forward to going home. 
They want to forget their experience in Somalia. They do 
not want to think of Somalia’s uncertain future. They 
want only to complete the withdrawal operation without 
any casualties and without leaving any weapons in the 
hands of the warring factions. 


In a few days, U.S. and Italian soldiers of Operation 
United Shield will land in order to protect the UN 
rearguard from attacks during the withdrawal operation. 


[Begin Luigi Binelli Mantelli recording, identified by 
caption as commander of naval vessel Garibaldi] We 
started working with the other contingent and we are 
already providing air protection to the UN troops with 
our aircraft and helicopters. [end recording] 
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[De Angelis] Mogadishu’s port and airport are vital for 
civil life to resume in this war-to1n country. However, 
they are also strategically important targets, so the local 
warlords will therefore try to get hold of them. 


Although the situation is really quiet now, in the last few 
days bandits and thieves from surrounding villages have 
been coming to Mogadishu. They will certainly try to 
grab whatever has been left behind by the UN troops. In 
spite of everything, the overwhelming majority of 
Somalis only want to live peacefully. 


— Agree on Commiitee To Run Airport, 
ort 


NC2202194795 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 1830 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A responsible source at the Arab 
League General Secretariat has stated that a Somali 
envoy informed the General Secretariat that an agree- 
ment has been reached between Ali Mahdi Muhamed, 
head of the Somali Alliance Fro.wt, and General 
Mohamed Farah Aidid, chairman of the United Somali 
National Alliance on forming a joint committee to 
assume the responsibility of receiving and running the 
Mogadishu airport and port and the other vital facilities 
that the UN forces will vacate when they leave Somalia 
next month. 
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Buthelezi Rejects Meeting Mandela, De Klerk 


MB230 2082795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0808 GMT 23 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 23 SAPA— 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi on Thursday rejected a meeting between him, 
President Nelon Mandela and Deputy President F W de 
Klerk on the lines proposed by Mr de Klerk on 
Wednesday. “The time for games is over. It is not time 
for just meetiugs. Political decisions are r2quired to solve 
the present impasse,”’ he said in a statement. 


Dr Buthelezi, who is aiso minister of home affairs, said 
the nature of the current dispute did not require a 
meeting as proposed. A political decision had to be taken 
first, he said. During the past nine months many meet- 
ings and discussions held at all levels had served no 
purpose other than avoiding and procrastinating the 
resolution of the international mediation issue. “What is 
required is a decision to go ahead with the resumption of 
international mediation without any further delay, at 
which point parties’ delegations can meet to choose the 
mediators, the venue for the mediation and to make all 
other logistical arrangements.” 


PAC Leader Expresses ‘Sympathy’ for IFP 


MB2202123195 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 22 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] 
leader Clarence Makwetu has expressed sympathy with 
the IFP’s [Inkatha Freedom Party] point of view and 
says the PAC is surprised that the issue of international 
mediation has not been addressed so far. 


Addressing an international news conference in Cape 
Town today, Mr. Makwetu said the international medi- 
ation issue was agreed upon before last year’s elections 
and should be pursued. He said what concerned his party 
most was who would benefit from the whole mediation 
process. He was hopeful that the parties involved would 
attend to the rift urgently. The leader of the IFP, Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, led his party’s walkout from 
Parliament yesterday saying that the ANC and NP 
{National Party] had breached an agreement for recon- 
ciliation and peace signed last year. 


The agreement was about the resumption of interna- 
tional mediation soon after the April elections. 


Blames ANC for Biehl Murder 


MB2202162795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1606 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 22 SAPA— 
PAC [’-an-Africanist Congress] leader Mr Clarence Mak- 
wetu says the ANC has to carry the primary blame for 
the murder of American exchange student Amy Biehl in 
Guguletu in 1993. 
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Answering a question at a briefing session for interna- 
tional and local journalists on Wednesday, he said the 
killing had to be seen against the background of the 
ANC’s “Operation Barcelona” in the Western Cape at 
the time. 


Immediately after the incident, the ANC’s Mr Tony Yen- 
geni had put an end to the campaign, Mr Makwetu said. 


Some PAC members had been in the area and could have 
been involved but he was puzzled as to why his organi- 
sation had been blamed when there had been a campaign 
by another party. 


Mr Makwetu said he hoped the rumpus over interna- 
tional mediation would be resolved soon. He sym- 
pathised with the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] view as 
the agreement reached between it, the NP [National 
Party] and ANC had to be honoured. 


But the question was who would benefit from such 
mediation and what would the cost be? 


He reiterated the PAC’s opposition to the Restitution of 
Land Rights Act on the grounds that it only provided for 
resolution of disputes from 1913 onwards whereas the 
PAC believed the indigenous people had been “robbed 
of our land far earlier than that”’. 


The PAC believed in a leasehold system in terms of which 
every South African would be entitied to access to land. 


‘What we are against is individuals owning vast tracts of 
land.” 


Mr Makwetu said the PAC did not have a policy of 
driving anyone into the sea. 


“Our policy is to accommodate everyone who owes 
allegiance to South Africa.” 


The PAC had done badly in last year’s general election 
because it had lacked resources and had faced fait 
accompli agreements between other parties. The next 
election would be fought on issues and the PAC would 
do better. 


“Nobody in this hall can claim the elections (last year) 
were free and fair,” Mr Makwetu said. 


Viljoen on Volkstaat, Re'2tions With ANC 


MB2202135095 Johannesi urg SAPA in English 
132] GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 2? SAPA—The 
original motivation for an Afrikaner nation-state (volk- 
staat) as an escape mechanism from the new South 
Africa had now been replaced by a realisation among 
Afrikaners that they should not withdraw into such a 
laager but rather see how they could be of value to South 
and southern Africa, Freedom Front [FF] leader General 
Constand Viljoen said on Wednesday. 
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At a briefing session for international and local journal- 
ists, he said his party’s main objective was to ensure the 
survival of the Afrikaner people. 


The FF was not a party for whites but for Afrikaners, and 
while there may in future be a movement towards a 
broader Afrikaans-speaking grouping, “at the moment 
we represent Afrikaners”. 


General Viljoen said the reason why the FF got on better 
with the ANC than the National Party [NP] did was that 
the FF was not under an illusion that it could replace the 
ANC as South Africa’s government, while the NP was. 


The FF also had a specific role to play in Afrikaners’ 
interests, while the NP had decided to abandon “everything 
of the past”’ in 1990 in an attempt to match the ANC. 


The FF had decided to stick to certain fixed principles. 


As a small opposition party it would play a critical 
opposition role but also act constructively in the inter- 
ests of South Africa. 


The original idea behind a voikstaat had been emotional— 
with calls that all the former Boer Republics’ territories 
should be incorporated—but since last year’s election the 
matter had been approached more scientifically. 


Self-determination could be realised in two ways: cultur- 
ally, as in Belgium, or tied to a specific geographic area, 
like a volkstaat. 


The FF’s second main objective after self-determination 
was working out a new role for the Afrikaner in the new 
South Africa. 


A volkstaat could be a “heimat” [homeland] for Afrikan- 
ers—“our own Israel’ —and could be realised in 15 to 20 
years. 


“We don’t want a volkstaat as a base from which to fight 
the new South Africa but we want to ensure our cultural 
identity,” General Viljoen said. 


Asked about the move towards settling Afrikaner 
farmers in Mozambique, he said a few thousand could be 
supplied from the Transvaal and [Orange] Free State. 


The numbers would depend on the Mozambique Gov- 
ernment and a protocol might have to be signed between 
that government and the SA one. 


Asked about any role he may play in Angolan peace 
initiatives, General Viljoen said he and UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
leader Dr Jonas Savimbi had mutual confidence in each 
other, and it would depend on what confidence the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] government had in him. 


W. Mandela Accepts Women’s League 
Resignations 


MB2202115195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 22 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by David Greybe] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Senior ANC offi- 
cials accused Winnie Mandela yesterday of further dam- 
aging the party by accepting the recent spate of ANC 
Women’s League resignations while efforts were still 
being made to resolve the issue. 


The officials admitted the league’s acceptance of 11 
executive resignations had caught them by surprise. 
They said it appeared Mandela had moved swiftly to 
consolidate her power base in the women’s movement 
following the resignation of the executive members 10 
days ago, citing the league president’s “undemocratic 
behaviour”. 


The resignations were linked to Mandela’s decision to go 
ahead with a joint tourist venture with actor Omar Sharif 
in defiance of the league putting the project on hold. The 
league has since endorsed the project. 


A source close to Mandela said yesterday the acceptance 
of the resignations by the league’s executive was 
endorsed by 11! of the 14 regions of the women’s league 
at a meeting in the ANC head office in Johannesburg on 
Saturday. ANC officials vowed yesterday to continue 
their efforts to bring the two factions together to try to 
resolve their differences but conceded their task had 
become much harder since Monday. ANC treasurer 
general Arnold Stofile said: “We are not finished with 
this issue yet.” 


Officials expected the matter to dominate this weekend’s 
meeting of the newly elected ANC national executive 
committee, which, according to some, might also be the 
last chance to limit the political damage caused to the 
ANC. Officials are pinning their hopes on the ANC 
executive appointing a special commission, which 
includes both factions, to try to resolve the row. 


One of the 11 women said yesterday they were still 
committed to resolving the issue through consultation, 
“but the ball is now in the ANC’s court”. Those who 
resigned included Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma, 
veteran activist Ruth Mompati, league spokesman 
Lindiwe Zulu and MP Baleka Kgositsile. 


Kriel Agrees To Place Black Students in Cape 


MB2102200995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1950 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 21 SAPA— 
More than 4,000 black pupils are to be placed in a 
number of schools on the Cape Peninsula from 
Wednesday, Western Cape Premier Hernus Kriel said on 
Tuesday. This was decided at a meeting of the joint 
committee of the National Education Co-ordinating 
Committee [NECC] and the premier in Cape Town. 


Mr Kriel said the provincial administration of the 
Western Cape would pay the salaries of 107 teachers, 
allocated on a basis of one teacher to 40 pupils, from 
March this year. He said financial arrangements would 
be discussed with the national minister of education, 
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Prof Sibusiso Bengu, “as soon as possible.” “This does 
not detract from the willingness of the province to make 
funds available for this purpose as well as to call on 
community organisations for the raising of funds.” 


He said the Education Department, the provincial 
administration and the communities would make every 
effort to obtain desks and other necessary equipment. 


Mr Kriel and Education MEC [Member of the Executive 
Council] Martha Olckers are to consult with the Ruyter- 
wacht and Maitland communities as a matter of urgency 
“to see in which way they can become part of the 
solution”. 


Last week Ruyterwacht was the scene of ugly racial 
conflicts between pupils and residents. 


The target date to have all pupils in schools has been set 
for March 1, Mr Kriel said. 


At an earlier press conference NECC General Secretary 
Sihle Moon confirmed that Mr Kriel had agreed to 
consult with residents of Ruyterwacht and that 107 
teachers would be employed. He said there were enough 
school books for 2,000 pupils and more books and desks 
would be ordered. The NECC would play its role to 
obtain desks, Mr Moon s2id. 


It was hoped to accommodate 500 pupils at Ruyterwacht 
and 500 at Maitland, mainly standard six and seven 
pupils. 


IFP Organizer Admits Involvement in Murders 


MB1902191295 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 19 Feb 95 p 6 


{Report by Cyril Madlala] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Alleged IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] hit squad mastermind Daluxolo Luthuli ¢'si:as he 
wat involved in the October 1992 assassination of KwaZulu 
Natal Midlands ANC leader Reggie Hadebe and that he 
carried out one of the worst mass murders in the province. 


Mr Luthuli, a former Umkhonto weSizwe [Spear of the 
Nation; ANC military wing] soldier and IFP field orga- 
nicer, has fled his Ulundi home and entered a state 
witness protection programme to disclose damaging 
secrets about the IFP’s network of killers. 


“I was not working alone and I want the others to come 
clean now before it is too late,” Mr Luthuli told the 
Sunday Times before he gave himself up to the police. 


A group—described by the police at the time as “suspected 
terrorists”—shot 13 people, including seven children, in 
KwaMakuta near Amanzimtoti in January 1987. 


Mr Luthuli said he masterminded and took part in the 
attack. 


It was widely believed at the time that the intended 
target was United Democratic Front activist Victor 
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Ntuli. Mr Ntuli was not at home when members of his 
family were mowed down at 2AM, but he was shot dead 
some time later. 


Mr Luthuli said he intended to discuss this matter in full 
with the task group set up by Safety and Security 
Minister Sydney Mufamadi to investigate ANC and IFP 
hit squads in KwaZ1.iu Natal. 


Mr Hadebe, who was Harry Gwala’s right-hand man in 
the Midlands, was shot in the neck while travelling in a 
car carrying ANC officials from a peace meeting in 
Ixopo. He died on his way to hospital. 


Mr Luthuli said his cooperation would lead to the arrest 
of high-ranking IFP leaders. 


He said he was the political commissar of an elite unit of 
200 Inkatha supporters that secretly received advanced 
training from the South African Defence Force’s depart- 
ment of military intelligence in 1986 in the Caprivi Strip, 
in what was then South West Africa. Later, he allegedly 
commanded a core group of hit men within the KwaZulu 
police. 


A Transitional Executive Council task group that last 
year probed hit squads in the KwaZulu police named Mr 
Luthuli among 16 people that should be questioned or 
charged. Its report said: 


“He is widely regarded as a hit-squad leader, coordinator 
and planner. He has played a leading role in the training 
of Caprivi trainees, and more recently in the para- 
military camps established by the IFP. 


“Numerous informants link Luthuli to hit-squad sur- 
pects, particularly in the Mpumalanga and Table Moun- 
tain areas. He has been alleged to have planned an 
attempt on the lives of two KwaZulu police officers in 
Esikhawini (near Empangeni). Subsequently the investi- 
gating officer in this matter was shot and killed. 


“He is alleged to have trained the Black Cats (an IFP- 
linked gang from Wesselton), and was arrested and 
released after a firearm attack on an ANC funeral 
procession.” 


Mr Luthuli toid The Sunday Times that he would “reveal 
all” to the investigators as his conscience bothered him. “I 
want to testify to the truth commission,” he said. 


Mr Luthuli joined Umkhonto weSizwe at the age of 15, 
and left his home in Georgedale, KwaZulu Natal, in June 
1967 to join the second group of the army to leave the 
country for military training abroad. Mr Luthuli then 
served a 10-year jail sentence on Robben Island for 
terrorism, and on his release he joined the IFP. 


Mr Howard Varney, of the civilian board supervising the 
investigation, confirmed that Mr Luthuli was co- 
operating with the unit. However, he would not discuss 
Mr Luthuli’s allegations. 
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IFP spokesman Ed Tillet said Mr Luthuli’s claims were 
“laughable”. 


New Chief j of 
Army on Goals, Objectives 


MB2102163195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
21 Feb 95 p 15 


[Report on interview with Army Maj-Gen Reg Otto by 
correspondent Jovial Rantao; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] “I wanted to become a woodwork 
teacher,” General Otto recalled, “‘but during winter holi- 
days in 1961 my father, who had friends in the army, made 
arrangements that I should jc in the army gymnasium.” 


Despite his objections, Otto, like an obedient son, lis- 
tened to his father. Two years later he emerged as a fully 
qualified officer after undergoing training at army col- 
leges in Potchefstroom. “I don’t regret it,” he said. 


It has been a long road, through several army ranks from 
January 1962 when he joined the army's permanent 
forces to the day he receiv:d a telephone call from chief 
of the South African National Defence Force, General 
Georg Meiring. The telephone call that was to change 
Reg Otto’s life came on December 16 as he prepared to 
take his family cn an annual Christmas holiday. ‘I was 
in my office, contacting various commands in the area to 
thank them for the years’ work and wish them a merry 
Christmas when General Meiring called me and told me 
that the Cabinet had decided that I, as the new head of 
the army, was the man to lead it into the future,” Otto 
told The Star. 


The honour startled Otto. ““My first reaction was one of 
disbelief because my mind was focussed on going on 
holiday and not on taking over the SA [South Africa] 
Army,” the 55 year-old soldier said. 


Once the holiday was over and the excitement had 
subsided, Otto rolled up his sleeves and staried work. He 
has to manage more than 1.2 million soldiers who form 
10 commands and several other formations. Besides 
maintaining peace and stability within SA borders and 
defending the country from any military attack, Otto 
has, at the top of his priority list, the successful comple- 
tion of the integration process. 

“When you take over the army you cannot turn it as you 
= to; the army is run according to military policy,” 

said. 


The new chief believes his informal style of management 
is the one weapon that will make him successful. He 
believes in thorough consultation, at various levels, to 
get the information necessary for him to take decisions. 


Otto has a clear policy on affirmative action. “We look at 
all people being integrated into the army and take them 
through various courses and ranks. We will not drop 
standards to accommodate people who are untrained. 
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An untrained soldier is a danger to himself, his col- 
leagues and the community. Merit and ncthing else will 
be the criterion for promotions.” 


When he is not busy with army issues, the Krugersdorp- 
born and Pretoria-bred soldier plays golf (his handicap is 
22). He is fond of hunting and deep sea fishing. He keeps 
fit by spending some time in the gymnasium or running 
a few kilometres. 


Although strategically placed for a political career move, 
Otto has no ambition to take over Joe Modise’s post as 
the country’s Minister of Defence. 


“I’m a soldier through and through. Politicians and 
soldiers don’t think the sme...” 


Air Force Grounds Fleet of Impala Jets 


MB2102055395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2158 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Feb 20 SAPA—The 
South African Air Force [SAAF] has grounded its fleet of 
Impala jets following the discovery of fine cracks in the 
tail section of four Impalas, SAAF headquarters said in a 
statement on Monday. It also disclosed that the fleet was 
to be “put out to greener pastures” as soon as a suitable 
aircraft to replace the Impala had been found. 


The cracks in the horizontal tail section of an Impala 
were noticed during a routine major service at the Atlas 
Aircraft Corporation. Grounding the entire Impala MK 1 
and MK2 fleet was a precaution. “All squadrr- ns oper- 
ating Impalas will now carry out a st2ndard technical 
inspection to ascertain whether any other aircraft has the 
same cracks,” the statement said. Aircraft needing 
repairs would be sent to Atlas and those passing inspec- 
tion would continue flyi:'g. Impalas used by the Silver 
Falcon aerobatic team 'ould undergo priority inspec- 
tions because they were needed for performances at 
events celebrating the SAAF 75th anniversary. 


The Impala has been in service since 1966. The aircraft's 
age is the main cause of structural pioblems. The SAAF 
said it was investigating a suitable rep!acement for the 
Impala. This might take time because a variety of 
factors, including cost, had to be considered. “But is 
apparent that the Impala has served her time and needs 
to be put out to greener pastures,” the SAAF said. 


Minister Comments on Cost of Land Restitution 


MB1702134295 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Feb 95 p 6 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Minister of Land 
Affairs Derek Hanekom has moved to calm fears that 
land restitution claims will carve a huge slice out of the 
national Budget. 


While thousands of people were affected by claims for 
land seized from them under apartheid, the actual 
amount of land involved was “quite limited”’. 
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At a press briefing yesterday, Kanekom said money had 
been set aside in this year’s Budget for land claims. 


But just how much money would be needed would 
become clear only when the restitution process was 
under way, which was expected to begin later this year. 


Accurate budgeting for the process would be possible 
only in the 1996/97 year. 


Hanekom said it was possible that settlement of some 
land claims in cities could be somewhat expensive. 


But the Restitution of Land Rights Act provided for 
alternative ways of settling these claims. 


He said he was elated that a commission had reached the 
point where it could start work. 


Acknowledging that the Act was not enough to address all 
wrongs in land matters, he said the measure still set South 
Africa on the road to reconciliation and reconstruction. 


The Ac’ «. 


) said his did not mean there was no provision 
wh. had lost land during the colonial era. 


A separate redistribution programme would seek to deal 
with the needs of communities denied access to land on 
racial grounds. 


Talks Under Way To Purchase Spanish Corvettes 


MB22027021°S Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 22 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Behind-the-scenes negotia- 
tions are under way in Cape Town on the purchase of 
ships for the South African Navy. The value of the 
intended transaction—about 2 billion rands—has led to 
controversy and even discord among ANC cabinet mem- 
bers. Linda van Tilburg has the story: 


[Begin recording] [Van Tilburg] This morning Trade and 
Industry Minister Trevor Manuel signed an agreement 
for the improvement of cooperation between South 
Africa and Spain in industry and technology, but 
Spanish Minister of Industry and Energy Affairs Juan 
Manuel Equiagaray, who signed the agreement on behalf 
of his country, is also here to do preliminary work or the 
sale of two corvettes to South Africa. Spain is one of two 
countries under consideration to build these multipur- 
pose warships. Both Equiagaray and Manuel today indi- 
cated that ties between the two countries could take ‘on a 
new dimension. 


{Equiagaray, in English] I had the opportunity to discuss 
that with the officials from the Defense Ministry and 
also with other ministers in the government. 


[Van Tilburg] The corvettes cost between 1.7 and 2 
billion rands, one-fifth of last year’s total budget for the 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program]. The 
biggest objection to the proposed purchase came from 
Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo, who argued that 


nly claims for land seized after 1913. 


Hane 
for pe 
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the money could be used for Jevelopment. Supporters of 
the transaction expressed the hope that a countertrans- 
action could be signed involving the sale of Rooivaik 
assault helicopters. The Defense Force chief yesterday 
repeated that the corvettes were needed to defend South 
Africa’s coastline. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 23 Feb 
MB2302115595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


SOWETAN 


Deal ‘Decisively’ With IFP Walkout—“The Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] has taken the country to the brink of 
disaster again with its petulant attitude” when its members 
walked cut of Parliament, says the page 12 editorial in the 
23 February edition of Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English. And the jeering of the walkout by ANC members 
didn’t help. The issues to consider in the dispute include 
the threat of violence and the decentralization of power to 
the provinces, the editorial states. A side issue is that the 
IFP cabinet members did not walk out: “Now what kind of 
a walkout is it when the positions of ordinary MPs are put 
on the line and the leadership is uninvolved? Mandela 
should act swiftly and decisively as he did when Winnie 
Mandela stepped out of line.” The editorial concludes: 
“And if MPs fail to carry out their constitutional duties, 
they should not be paid. Furthermore, if the IFP waat to 
pull out of the GNU [government of national unity], let 
tk m do so. Pussyfooting with petulant MPs will not solve 
the problem.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Mediation Issue Handling ‘Inept’—IFP President Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi’s “impetuosity” in yulling the party 
out of Parliament “is dwarfed by the handling of the 
international mediation issue by Ccnstituitonal Devel- 
opment Minister Roelf Meyer and his deputy Valli 
Moosa. Their performance has been, at best, inept and, 
at worst, dishonourable and dishonest,” says Johannes- 
barg BUSINESS DAY in English in its 23 February 
editorial on page 14. Their “Byzantine games to obstruct 
mediation” infuriated Buthelezi and pushed him into 
making the all-or-nothing demand of “international 
mediation or bust.” The editorial concludes: “‘Buthelezi 
has acted in a cavalier manner in staging a walkout 
which could have fatal reverberations around the coun- 
try.” President Mandela and Deputy Presidert F.W. de 
Klerk “have no choice but to make the concrss:on ca 
immediate mediation, so that the constitution! issues 
fudged before the election can be brought into focus and 
a firm basis for stable democracy finally set in place.” 


THE STAR 


Central Players ‘Disgraced’ in Walkout-—Since the pre- 
election agreement to international mediation, the ANC 
and the National Party “have simply reneged, with a 
degree of barefaced disingenuovsness that would invite 
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criminal prosecution were it to occur in the commercial 
world,” says the page 18 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 23 February. “Inkatha had abun- 
dant grounds for being upset, and 2.mple justification for 
protest. It is nonetheless inexcusable to choose a means 
of protest that will certainly mean more widows, orphans 
and torched homes in KwaZulu/Natal and on the East 
Rand, and probably a new national descent into the 
gloom psychosis.” Citing ANC MP’s’ jeering of the 
walkout, Buthelezi’s “‘mealy-mouthed denial,” and Man- 
dela’s “prim and silly tut-tutting,” the editorial states: 
“South Africa is injured and insulted by this entire 
pathetic affair. All of the central players have disgraced 
themselves.” 


BEELD 


KwaZulu/Natal a ‘Time Bomb’—‘“South Africa’s own 
little Angola, complete with the same, dangerous leader- 
ship ego of Savimbi-like proportions, freely available 
weapons, and incensed ethnic emotions—that’s Kwa- 
Zulu/Natal with its difficult Zulus; and Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi, never the world’s greatest democrat, 
and his IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party],”’ writes columnist 
Tim du Plessis in his “‘Political Beeld’’ column on page 6 
of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 17 February. 
“It is South Africa’s localized time bomb that was not 
rendered safe in last year’s elections.” “After the elec- 
tions the ANC wrested control over the Zulu king from 
Minister Buthelezi. In a brilliant counter move, 
Buthelezi tightened his hold over the amakhosi, the 
hundreds of tribal chiefs in the rural areas. And now we 
have a stalemate.” ‘““The ANC leadership in the province 
is simply not able to deal with him. But the national 
ANC may be.” Nationally, writes Du Plessis, the ANC 
government is now in a position “where it could use its 
powerful defense force and police to intervene heavily in 
KwaZulu/Natal—that is, go in and clean up, regardless 
of the cost. No one knows whether President Nelson 
Mandela and the ANC would do that. The specter of 
Angola, or the Mugabe slaughter of Matabeles in Zim- 
babwe in 1980, are an awful deterrent, but intervention 
remains a possibility.” At some point, “the IFP will 
make its formal demand for international mediation. 
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Until now the ANC has hesitated on the matter, keeping 
it as a concessionary card. The big question is what Mr. 
Buthelezi’s countermove will be because, rest assured, 
there will be one.” 


Mandela Address to Parliament Welcomed—“President 
Mandela’s opening address to Parliament carried the 
correct message at the correct time for all of South 
Africa,” notes an editorial on page 6 of Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 20 February. “In the main, the 
country now knows where it stands with the government, 
and more or less what can be expected, and what not, for 
the remainder of the year. What impressed most was the 
president’s serious warning to criminals and the instiga- 
tors of anarchy, his rejection of the culture of depen- 
dency, and his condemnation of parties that interpret 
affirmative action as reversed racism.” “It was not the 
first time that a head of state spoke so strongly in 
Parliament about the maintenance of law and order,” 
but the difference between then and now is that “the 
warning carries the weight of a legitimate leader at the 
head of a democratically elected government. That, and 
determined action by the security services, offers the 
country its best opportunity in decades of successfully 
fighting the cancer of violence and crime.” 


NP Must Work on Wider Acceptance—A second edito- 
rial on page 6 of the same issue states: “The National 
Party [NP] has emerged from Saturday’s [18 February] 
enlarged caucus meeting more finely tuned and thor- 
oughly reviewed. Its leader, F.W. de Klerk, succeeded for 
the present in ending the restlessness within the party.” 
Of particular significance has been de Klerk’s insistence 
that “in the South Africa of the nineties a centrist party 
has no future in alliances with right-wing parties like the 
Freedom Front and fundamentally undemocratic parties 
like the Inkatha Freedom Party.” “On Saturday the NP 
once again committed itself to becoming the majority 
party.” “But neither Saturday’s caucus meeting nor any 
meetings that preceded it gave the impression that the 
NP realizes just how drastically it will have to rejuvenate 
itself and adapt if it ever wants to come anywhere near 
achieving that goal. How to become acceptable to most 
South Africans is the dialogue the NP must now tackle.” 
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Liberia 


Chief Taylor Visits NPFL Leader in Gbharnga 


AB2202121795 Paris AFP in English 1138 GMT 
22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, 22 Feb (AFP)— 
Traditional Chief Tamba Taylor has returned to Mon- 
rovia after a brief visit to warlord Charles Taylor‘s 
headquarters in the latest bid to jump-start the faltering 
peace process, an aide said Wednesday [22 February]. 
The aide, Gabriel Braimah, said Chief Taylor was flown 
by UN helicopter Tuesday to Gbarnga, 160 kilometres 
(100 miles) northeast of Monrovia, where he was wel- 
comed by “thousands of citizens waving palm 
branches”. Some 5,000 civilians and fighters from Tay- 
lor’s National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) packed 
the Gbarnga City Hall to greet him, the aide said. 


Talks between the chief and the warlord were held 
behind closed doors. Braimah indicated that Taylor, 
named in a peace accord signed in Accra, Ghana, on 
December 21, to an as-yet unseated ruling council, also 
wanits to visit the town of Voinjama, 260 kilometres (160 
miles) north of the capital, the headquarters of rival 
faction leader, United Liberation Movement (Ulimo) 
Chairman Alhaji Koromah. Braimah said Chief Taylor 
believes “there is a need to meet all candidates to the 
new council of state and know their reactions to issues 
affecting the peace process”. 


In recent weeks the elderly chief, who is believed to be 
90, has been holding meetings with factional figures, 
diplomats, UN representatives and the African peace- 
keeping force ECOMOG in a bid to re-start the dead- 
locked peace process. [passage omitted] 


Mali 


Armed Forces Minister Dies in Road Accident 


AB1902151895 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Boubacar Sada Sy, Malian min- 
ister of armed forces and veterans, was killed yesterday 
in a road accident that occurred at Koulikoro, some 60 
km from Bamako. Observers see his death as a big blow 
to the process of reconstructing the Malian Armed 
Forces. Correspondent Djibril Mboj has the details: 


[Begin Mboj recording] Recently appointed as minister 
of armed forces and veterans during the October 1994 
technical cabinet reshuffle, Boubacar Sada Sy quickly 
revealed himself as the man for the situation. This is 
because his arrival at the head of the ministry coincided 
with the upsurge in the armed rebellion in northern Mali. 
This was also at a time when the behavior of certain 
elements within the security forces was contrary to the 
ethics of the military profession; namely, untimely dem- 
onstrations by the coordinating committee of subofficers 
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and soldiers, a mutiny by trainee gendarmes, indisci- 
pline being practiced by some soldiers, and the poor 
morale of personnel sent to the north to fight the 
rebellion, without being given the necessary resources. 
All these things were likely to make the Malian Army 
deviate from its primary role of the defense of republican 
institutions. Some observers even saw a serious threat to 
the young Malian democracy. 


It took the new minister’s great sense of dialogue and 
display of firmness, when needed, to bring order back to 
the troops and to promote a modern Malian Army. Only 
last week, the Malian minister of armed forces was 
speaking before the deputies of the National Assembly to 
defend a bill on military justice, an instrument which, 
according to the minister, was necessary in view of some 
acts of indiscipline committed by the rank and file of the 
army—which, as the minister pointed out, could not go 
unpunished. [end recording] 


Niger 


Premier Accepts Dismissal, Regrets Departure 


AB2102155095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[Statement by outgoing Prime Minister Cisse Amadou in 
Niamey on 2! February—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ladies and gentlemen: As you 
are aware, during the Sovereign National Conference I 
had humbly sought to place my capacities at the service 
of Niger, because the socioeconomic situation was so 
difficult that it required that each and every Nigerois 
contribute, at whatever level they were able, however 
modest, toward the resolution of our problems. 


For my part, having had the rare privilege of observing 
raging international economic competition for over 10 
years, I decided to get personally involved, at the very top, 
in the management of the affairs of this country. This 
would have afforded me the opportunity to better share 
with all my fellow countrymen my deep conviction that 
Niger can also achieve socioeconomic progress, provided 
its people and leaders accept the rules and principles 
governing the functioning of a modern state, which has 
served as the basis for the development of countries whose 
level of social well-being we admire today. 


Unfortunately, judging from the results which have been 
recorded, all the policies pursued since the national 
conference period to date have been insufficient to offset 
our economic, financial, and social crisis, which has 
currently risen to an unprecedented level in our coun- 
try’s history. That was why, once again, after being 
strongly encouraged by the appeals made by my political 
friends and many of my countrymen, I decided to place 
myself at the disposal of the country. Thus, without 
harping on the vicissitudes of my appointment to the 
post of prime minister—history will decide on that issue 
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one day—I sincerely thought that, this time around, I 
would enjoy the support of all Niger citizens, without 
exception, in contributing to the immense task of 
national redress. 


I based this conviction on previous experience, which led 
me to conclude that, in lieu of new dispositions in the 
leadership methods of our country, we might end up in a 
situation which could seriously compromise our future. 
Unfortunately, the political option I adopted generated a 
lot of misunderstandings and resentment, which reSulted 
in the decision made at yesteiday’s National Assembly 
session at the initiative of my own political party. So, 
drawing on the conclusions of this political ballot, I 
immediately asked tue president of the Republic to 
relieve me of my duties. In fact, under the current 
conditions, the public salvation policy in which I wanted 
to involve all competent and honest cadres of this 
country in could not be pursued without the risk of deep 
societal disintegration, which does not at all need such a 
breakdown. 


Nonetheless, I am more than ever prepared to serve my 
country and to contribute in accordance with my capac- 
ities, both at the national and international level, to the 
search for effective solutions to problems facing Niger. I 
am convinced that, even though our hard working people 
undoubtedly have not had the time to evaluate the full 
implications of my action, this action fully corresponds 
with their deep aspirations. 


Finally, I would like to express the hope that our political 
wranglings will cease as quickly as possible so that, 
henceforth, only the superior interest uf Niger will pre- 
vail in every action taken by the political class. For my 
part, much as I sincerely regret this very precious time 
that has been lost since my nomination, I consider that 
this episode which, at any rate, remains a source of 
lessons for posterity, will be a closed case. To conclude, 
I would like to express, at this juncture, my full gratitude 
to the numerous people who in silence did encourage me 
and did readily lend me their support. Thank you. 


Nigeria 


Abacha Allows Nadeco Leaders To Visit Abiola 


AB2102185595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The detained Nigerian opposi- 
tion leader, Chief Moshood Abiola, has had a surprise 
visitor today. Last week, a court ruled that his trial for 
treason could go ahead, and it looked as if he was not 
going to benefit from recent moves by Nigeria’s military 
government to take a softer line with the opposition. But 
today he had a visit from one of his political colleagues, 
as our correspondent, Sola Odunfa, reports from Lagos: 
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[Begin Odunfa recording] For the first time since his 
arrest and detention in June last year, Chief Moshood 
Abiola has been allowed to receive and discuss privately 
with his political supporters in the National Democratic 
Coalition, Nadeco. The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, personally gave the permission for Chiefs 
Michael Ajasin and Anthony Enahoro to meet Chief 
Moshood Abiola in his secret detention home in Abuja 
yesterday. A Nadcco statement, published by a govern- 
ment newspaper in Lagos, said that the two leaders met 
with Chief Abiola for over 30 minutes in a free atmo- 
sphere, without the presence of any government official. 
The statement said their discussions covered all aspects 
of the 20-month-old political crisis, but as expected it did 
not give details. 


The Nadeco leaders had met with Gen. Abacha twice in 
the past two weeks in their efforts to evolve a. peaceful 
solution to the crisis. The meeting with Chief Abiola is 
seen as an indication that progress is being made in the 
negotiations. There are (?informed) speculations that the 
Nadeco team presented offers suggested by the military 
government to Chief Abiola. Both sides are said to be 
making concessions: The military government is no 
longer insisting that the presidential election, which was 
annulled in 1993, is dead and forgotten. Nadeco on its 
part has abandoned its campaign for an immediate end 
to military rule. The two sides are said to be seeking 
accommodation for [word indistinct] interest in a gov- 
ernment of national unity, which will include the mili- 
tary. [end recording] 


Meeting Discussed 


AB2302115095 Paris AFP in English 1104 GMT 
23 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 23 Feb (AFP)—A dele- 
gation from a pro-democracy group has met Chief Mos- 
hood Abiola in his detention camp in Abuja, where the 
opposition leader was in high spirits, the group’s 
spokesman said Thursday [23 February]. “The meeting, 
which held last Monday, took place under a free atmo- 
sphere as no security agent or any other person was 
present,” said a text signed by Remi Okunrinboye, the 
spokesman of the National Democratic Coalition 
(Nadeco). 


Abiola, who walked with a limp, “was in high spirits” 
and the politician requested the delegation to convey to 
the populace his “warm greetings and gratitude” for 
their continued support. 


The opposition leader has been jailed on treason charges 
after last June declaring himself head of state on the 
basis of a June 1993 presidential elections he is widely 
believed to have won. The vote was annulled by the 
military. 


Nadeco obtained consent for the meeting from junta 
leader General Sani Abacha, said the text, published 
Thursday by the local press. 
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The half-hour discussion between Abiola and the 
Nadeco delegation, comprising Chief Michael Adekunle 
Ajasin, 86, and Anthony Enahoro, 71, covered all aspects 
of Nigeria’s current political situation, said the state- 
ment, without giving details. 


Abiola was recently quoted by the press as saying that he 
has given the Nadeco authority to represent his interests 
in its talks with military authorities. 


After the meeting Nadeco leaders, who recently met 
Abacha, requested another round of talks with the head 
of state. 


Ex-Soldiers Threaten ‘War’ Over Pension Arrears 


AB2002185895 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Hundreds of ex-soldiers in 
northern Nigeria have staged a demonstration today to 
demand the payment of their pensions, which are now 
five months overdue. The protest ended at the offices of 
the state governor in Sokoto, from where our correspon- 
dent, Yusuf Saki Mohamed, reports: 


[Begin Mohamed recording] The ex-servicemen openly 
told the finance commissioner that they were at his office 
for one of two things: their money or war. This posture 
frightened the commissioner, who ran into his office and 
telephoned the police to come and control the ex- 
soldiers. Open conflict was averted, though, when the 
police commissioner opted to come alone to appeal to 
the protesters. His appeal quietened them down, but 
they refused to disperse. 


A spokesman for the ex-soldiers, Sani Mohamed Bakura, 
told reporters that the state government had deliberately 
refused to pay their salaries for the past five months. This 
is not acceptable, he said, and we shall not leave this place 
until we receive our money. But the finance commissioner, 
Alhaji Namadina Abdul Rahman, said it is the responsi- 
bility of the federal authorities to pay ex-soldiers. The 
pensioners fired back, saying that it is the responsibility of 
the state government to pay them on behalf of the Federal 
Government, giving examples with neighboring states 
where such arrangements are practiced. 


Answering reporters’ questions, the ex-servicemen said 
they adopted this do-or-die posture because the Muslim 
end-of-Ramadan festival is around the corner, and they 
cannot afford to leave their families in old dresses while 
children of their working neighbors wear new ones. At the 
time of this report, tempers are still high, and it is still not 
clear what will become of the situation. [end recording] 


Leaflet Calls For Holy War Against Christians 
AB2102224695 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 21 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A dangerous religious intoler- 
ance is gaining ground quickly in Nigeria. It has just been 
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noted in Lagos, the country’s second city, in the form of 
a leaflet calling on Muslims to launch a holy war against 
Christians. The call, which was reported by the official 
news agency, is taken very seriously. It is taken so 
seriously that the governor of Lagos State has called on 
all religious communities not to carry out any acts likely 
to jeopardize the country’s stability. The authorities are 
concerned because this leaflet was distributed in Lagos a 
few days after a Christian was beheaded and another 
lynched by angry crowds in the northern part of the 
country. Both of them were accused by the Muslims 
there of offenses against Islam. 


Government Fires NEW NIGERIAN 
Management 


AB2202215595 Paris AFP in English 2151 GMT 
22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abuja, Feb 22 (AFP)—The 
entire management board of the NEW NIGERIAN 
newpaper, owned and funded 100 percent by the govern- 
ment, has been sacked, an official told AFP Wednesday 
{22 February] here. 


A letter annnouncing the mass sackings was dispatched 
Tuesday to managing director Alhaji Muhammed King 
and other members of the board, Information Ministry 
Director General Patrick Eta said. 


The board was dismissed for allowing the newspaper, which 
stopped production last week, to go to ground, he said. 


The newspaper is based in Kaduna, northern Nigeria. 
Since its inception in 1966, it has carved an image for 
itself as the official mouthpiece for the government. It 
has consistently defended the political and religious 
interests of Nigeria’s rulers, particularly those from the 
northern part of the country. 


Last summer the newspaper closed its Lagos bureau, 
citing technical difficulties. 


But observers said the closure was politically motivated 
to ensure that events then taking place in the region— 
notably a lengthy general strike and the arrest and 
imprisonment on treason charges of opposition leader 
Moshood Abiola—were under-reported. 


A new managing director, Abubakar Abdulrasheed, has 
been appointed to revive the newspaper, Eta said. 


Central Bank To Intervene, Stabilize Market 


AB2202212595 Paris AFP in English 1832 GMT 
22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb 22 (AFP)—The Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has announced that it would inter- 
vene, for the first time this year, in the inter-bank (autono- 
mous) foreign exchange market scheduled for Thursday (23 
February] here to stabilise the market. 
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The intervention, the first by the CBN this year, is aimed at 
“mopping up” about 16.4 billion naira (144 million dollars) 
excess liquidity in the economy and strengthen the naira, 
CBN spokesman Tony Ede told AFP here Wednesday. 


“We are intervening because this is the time we deem fit 
to stabilise the market, if we consider the exchange rate 
is either too high or too low vis-a-vis other foreign 
currencies”, said Ede. 


To achieve this, the CBN would offer for sale 200 million 
dollars at the rate of 82 naira to a dollar, instead of the 
official rate of 22 naira to the dollar approved in the 
1995 budget, he said. 


“At this high rate (82 naira to a dollar), marginal 
demands for forex, especially by non-governmental 
organisations, would be eliminated”, he explained. 


With this in mind, the CBN has selected 68 commercial and 
merchant banks to participate in bidding for the sum set 
aside for sale on the foreign exchange market, he also said. 


The intervention, coupled with other policy measures, 
such as mopping up of billions of naira every week 
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through the Open Market Operation system, is expected 


to enhance the currency’s value, he stated. 


But bankers have criticised the CBN intervention, saying 
its selection of only 68 banks to participate in the foreign 
exchange market exercise would worsen the distressed 
situation in the financial system. 


“Bank customers will naturally assume that those banks 
not listed among the 68 by the CBN are distressed. They 
(customers) will then withdraw their deposits from those 
banks and transfer them to those accredited (selected)”’, 
the president of the chartered institute of bankers of 
Nigeria, Femi Ekundayo, said on Wednesday. 


Other bankers said that the intervention was discrimi- 
natory and could encourage hyper-inflation. 


They also said that the 82 naira to a dollar fixed by the 
CBN was higher that the current autonomous market 
rate—which, according to them, still stands between 75 
and 78 naira. 


The CBN spokesman said that the 68 banks selected 
were those that have so far complied with the apex 
bank’s guidelines on the operations of the inter-bank 
foreign exchange market. 
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